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Many people interpreted the 9/11 attack on America as a spiritual wake-up call.  Nearly two years later, we can read the signs of the times to determine whether Americans – and the rest of the world – have begun to respond with repentance and faith to this warning.  Thus far, it appears that the powerful of the earth – with passive support from much of the population – have moved deeper into arrogance, hedonism, and lust for power.

Lawless politics

As is usual in wartime, the US government has assumed new powers.  Some of these new abuses are – for now – limited to aliens and to enemies captured overseas.  However, the precedents and habits created by these practices could easily spread to American citizens.  
       In June 2003, the US Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the secret arrest and detention of at least 762 foreigners after the 9/11 attack.  The judges deferred to Federal claims that lifting the secrecy would help the enemies of the US.

       Enemy prisoners – many of whom are tagged as “illegal combatants” and denied the protections of the Geneva Convention, are “sometimes kept standing or kneeling for hours in black hoods or spray-painted goggles …  At times they are held in awkward, painful positions and deprived of sleep with a 24-hour bombardment of lights.” [1]  These tactics are current-day versions of the “conveyor” used by the Soviets when interrogating victims of the Great Purges of the 1930s.  Some prisoners are sent to our Third World allies for torture; as one official said, “We don’t kick the [expletive] out of them.  We send them to other countries so they can kick the [expletive] out of them.”

       The Justice Department is considering a new Patriot Act that will extend the sweeping police powers assumed by the Federal Government under the 2001 Act. [2]
Meanwhile, the European Union has completed a draft of its constitution, providing for a President of Europe, an EU foreign minister, and an increase in the number of decisions that can be made by majority vote, without facing a veto by individual governments.  Step by step, the Europeans are building a super-state. [3]
“Liberating” sexuality in the New Age
In conjunction with the ever-bolder assertion of Will and Power by politicians worldwide, ancient traditions upholding the innocence of children and the sanctity of human life are being trodden underfoot in the West.  A few recent stories illustrate this trend, which is moving with accelerating speed:
Sex with minors – pedophilia and ephebophilia – is still outlawed.  Public outrage over abuse of children and youth by Catholic priests, and the systematic, global cover-up of these acts by Catholic bishops, is driving an international scandal that has undermined the church’s credibility and moral authority in many countries.  

Nevertheless, there is a cloud on the horizon, no larger than a man’s hand, that foreshadows the legitimization of this perversion.  In 2002, two academics wrote a book, Harmful to Minors: The Perils of Protecting Children from Sex, with the thesis that 
“Sex is a wonderful, crucial part of growing up, and children and teens can enjoy the pleasures of the body and be safe, too. In this important and controversial book, Judith Levine makes this argument and goes further, asserting that America’s attempts to protect children from sex are worse than ineffectual. It is the assumption of danger and the exclusive focus on protection-what Levine terms ‘the sexual politics of fear’ – that are themselves harmful to minors.”[4] 
At a May 2003 symposium of the American Psychiatric Association (APA), two psychiatrists proposed the removal of pedophilia, exhibitionism, transvestism, and sadomasochism from the list of mental illnesses. [5] This proposal went nowhere fast, and the director of research for the APA said that the organization “never had any intention of removing pedophilia” from its diagnostic list.  However, we can expect the supporters of “intergenerational sex” to try again, with the persistence that has been shown by other supporters of sexual liberation.  Many other barriers have fallen; why not this one?

The recent Supreme Court decision overturning laws against sodomy was very broadly written, and advocates of other “sexual minorities” will use the Court’s logic to push for more Court-ordered moral liberalization.  The Court’s decision cited European Union legal precedents as part of its rationale [6] – an ominous sign, since the age of consent is 15 in Sweden, and as young as 12 in the Netherlands. [7]  (It is bizarre, in any event, that the High Court – in a country with a legal system based on British common law – would use any precedents from countries without this tradition.)  Meanwhile, the Florida Supreme Court has just overturned a law requiring notification of parents at least 48 hours before minors can obtain abortions, based on the broad privacy guarantees in the Florida Constitution.[8] Favorable overseas legal precedents and extreme definitions of privacy for minors may open the way for legalizing what we now punish as molestation.  

This would realize a goal set forth by New Age guru Neale Donald Walsch: the overcoming of sexual hang-ups.  Walsch’s spirit guide has said, 
“Now in enlightened societies offspring are never discouraged, reprimanded, or ‘corrected’ when they begin to find early delight in the nature of their very being.  … Sexual functions are also seen and treated as totally natural, totally wonderful, and totally okay.” [9] 

To ensure that the children get the message, Walsch’s god says that schools should replace the current “facts-based curriculum” with “values-based curriculum,” including courses on such things as “Celebrating Self, Valuing Others, Joyous Sexual Expression, Fairness, Tolerance, Diversities And Similarities, Ethical Economics, Creative Consciousness And Mind Power.”[10] (Note well that one of the authors of Harmful to Minors is Joycelyn Elders, the Clinton Administration Surgeon General who was forced out after she urged teaching masturbation in the public schools. She was just a bit premature in her support for teaching “Joyous Sexual Expression.”)

“Liberating” death in the New Age

With liberated sex comes liberated death.
       A Web site, arising from an Internet news group alt.suicide.holiday, offers suicidal people a pro-choice forum to discuss their plans, and gives advice on the easiest, least painful ways to die.[11] The site’s administrator says, “the main purpose of the site is rational, open discussion about suicide.”  As with the nascent push for legitimization of pedophilia, this effort has some professional allies; the site’s administrator claims that “many psychologists accept that suicide is legitimate.”
       In 2002, Belgium joined the Netherlands in legalizing euthanasia – and the legislators are already discussing whether to legalize the “procedure” for those under 18 years of age.[12] A Flemish legislator said, “Those under the age of 18 feel pain in exactly the same way as their elders;” others want to restrict euthanasia to those over 16.  Other government officials are asking that every hospital have a team of doctors available to euthanize adults, in an effort to overrule Catholic hospitals’ objections.  Just as American pro-abortionists say that abortion should be a matter solely between a woman and her doctor, a Belgian legislator has said, “euthanasia is the business of a doctor and a patient, and hospitals should not interfere.”  Under the New Order, neither individuals nor institutions are to be allowed to assert moral truths that oppose the New Decadence.
       Kaiser Permanente, one of the largest managed-care health plans in the US, is becoming active in the euthanasia movement. [13]  A few of its physicians have written lethal prescriptions under the Oregon euthanasia law, and in 2002 two executives with the “KPNW Ethics Services” urged physicians who were willing to provide this “service” for those who were not their regular patients to notify the HMO’s “Ethics Service.”  The “black pill” is becoming a mainstream treatment option.

These signs show that we are on the way to realizing a utopian goal of New Age futurist Barbara Marx Hubbard.  She said that in the New Order, 
“Those who have more to create choose to live on until they are finished with their work. When we feel that our creativity has run its course, we gracefully choose to die.  In fact, it seems unethical and foolish to live on.  …  When we are old and tired of life and do not want to live on, we learn to die by choice, as some native people do.” [14] 
Such will be the subtle coercion applied in the future to the old and the infirm: the insistent message that suicide is a rational, enlightened choice – and that choosing to live till the end of one’s God-allotted life span is “unethical.”  Narcissistic Baby Boomers who have pushed for the abolition of cultural taboos will receive their due reward, as economics-driven medical neglect pushes them into the arms of the Kevorkians of the future.

Lawless science

In conjunction with the legal and moral assault on human dignity, scientists around the world continue to assert their power over mankind and over the order of Nature.  Some illustrations:
       In November 2002, a group of American and Canadian biologists debated whether to inject human stem cells into a mouse embryo, in order to see whether human stem cells appeared throughout the tissues of the mouse – a test that they deem necessary to validate use of human embryo stem cells in therapy.[15] One of the participants suggested minimizing ethical issues by killing the resulting hybrid mice early in their development.  
       In December 2002, the BBC reported that doctors have taken kidney cells from human fetuses, transplanted them into mice, and grown fully-functional kidneys.  They achieved similar results by transplanting pig kidney cells into mice.  All of this is being done to increase the supply of transplantable kidneys.[16]
       In July 2003, the Washington Post reported that scientists have made human embryos that combined male and female cells, in order to “answer basic questions about human-embryo development and develop therapies for congenital diseases.” [17]  Never fear that there will be more sexually confused people in our future; “the hybrid embryos were destroyed after six days.”  A bio-ethicist commented: “I don’t know if this work is ‘right’ or ‘wrong,’ but it should be reviewed long and hard before it’s done. …  It’s one thing if the right-to-life community has problems with your work.  But if scientists hear you talk about your work for the first time and say it’s outrageous, that says something.”  Note that this “ethicist” contemptuously dismissed Christian moral objections to this line of research.
       Within the same week, scientists reported that they had transplanted wombs into mice, and produced healthy baby mice.[18] This opens the possibility of having one woman donate a womb to another, allowing the recipient to have children. The BBC reported, “The Swedish expert behind the research says that one of the best candidates to be an organ donor would be the patient’s mother – raising the prospect of carrying your children in the same womb that carried you.”
       At the same time, the BBC reported that ovarian tissue from fetuses aborted in the second and third trimesters of pregnancy might be cultured in a lab to the point where it would produce human eggs for use with in-vitro fertilization.[19]
       In late June 2003, the BBC reported that a Taiwanese company took DNA from a jellyfish, inserted it into a zebra fish, and created fish that now glow yellow-green in the dark. [20]  The new fish are supposedly sterile, and so cannot cross-breed with natural fish.  
       The American Medical Association (AMA) reported in June 2003 that there are 400,000 human embryos – leftovers from in vitro fertilization – held in (literal) cold storage in freezers around the US. [21]  About 1/3 of these would not survive implantation – and the rest wait in icy suspended animation – a fate which Dante reserved for traitors in the lowest circle of Hell.  
       In mid-June, the Associated Press reported that the AMA endorsed human cloning for “research,” and did so with little controversy. This practice involves creating duplicate human embryos, harvesting their stem cells, and destroying the embryo.  By refusing to endorse reproductive cloning – the implantation of the cloned embryo into a woman’s uterus – the doctors’ lobbying group hoped to avoid ethical problems.

Asserting a “Will to Power”

These items are only a sampling of the horrors that are being endorsed and funded by government agencies, university researchers, and private corporations.  In all, the theme is the same: assertion of human Will to obtain its desired end – regardless of the ethical cost.  In all, a few – the scientists and their funders – claim a power that the rest of us cannot share.  For the planners, all that remains is for the rest of us to acquiesce to these deeds.
With accelerating speed, the powerful of the earth are de-constructing long-established nations, traditional morality, and the lines between species.  This reveals a collective exercise of the Will to Power, whether those who use (and inevitably abuse) these powers claim to be “progressive” or “conservative.”  In practical terms, the world system is raising its fist against God.  
A Faustian, idolatrous civilization

Several enemies of Christianity bear witness to the ruling spirit of the times.  Occult historians Baigent and Leigh say, 
“It is clear that Western society flatters itself by regarding Jesus Christ as the defining figure of the reality it has created.  In fact, however, the figure who most accurately personifies Western culture is not the lamb-like ‘savior’ [sic] nailed to a cross.  On the contrary, it is a very different figure – the magus, the magician, the sorcerer who, in Renaissance folklore, signed a pact of blood with ‘the Devil.’  The defining figure for our civilization is not Christ, but Faust.” [22]  
Stephen Flowers, a historian of Satanism and an avowed “practitioner of the left-hand path,” [23] concurs: 
“The via sinistra is the path of sovereigns – those who would exercise sovereign power over themselves and their environments.  …  The world needs to come to understand something of the left-hand part at this point in history as never before.  This is because the world is now largely operating under a left-hand path paradigm.  It is clear that the motivations for most (post)-modern individuals revolve around the extension of life, independence, freedom, knowledge, power, and pleasure – we live in a Faustian or Mephistophelian Age.” [24]
This assertion of power against God will fail.  Malcolm Muggeridge warns against the utopians of the left: “I see the great liberal death wish driving through the years ahead in triple harness with the gospel of progress and the pursuit of happiness.  These our three Horsemen of the Apocalypse – progress, happiness, death.  Under their auspices, the quest for total affluence leads to total deprivation; for total peace, to total war; for total education, to total illiteracy; for total sex, to total sterility; for total freedom, to total servitude.” [25]  A similar warning could be extended to legalists and utopians on the Right: Opus Dei leaders, the Rev. Sun Myung Moon and his devotees, neo-conservatives who propose to re-order the world on American lines, and televangelists who put their faith in politics rather than in Christ.  Their quest for total order will end in total chaos. All human-built “New Jerusalems,” whether leftist or rightist, will end in servitude and misery for those who trust in them rather than in God. 

This spiritual lesson, on the futility of idolatry, is a central theme of Scripture.  It may be that the world is going to end up learning the lesson of the Fall of Jerusalem  and the Destruction of the Temple again – the hard way.  May God have mercy on us!
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